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I.  Program Summary & Learning Objectives

PROGRAM SUMMARY:
This session will explore how research and data can advance our role as leaders in our discipline. 
Before we start our professional careers, we all start as students, where we spend what seems 
like endless hours researching and fi nding ourselves as designers. This process of discovery 
and research is the backbone of the architectural profession yet for most of us, we abandon it 
when we leave school. Why is this connection severed? More importantly, how do we rekindle 
that connection? Today’s session aims to rekindle the research spark in the scholars, through 
presentations about current emerging technologies and practices presented by a wide range of 
practitioners, researchers, and educators. If we are not pushing the boundaries of research and 
data, we are failing as leaders within the profession. Today’s session aims to rekindle the research 
spark in the scholars, show them how to conduct research and properly utilize the data from it, and 
to illustrate the benefi ts it can bring to the profession.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Following this session, participants will be able to:
1. Utilize existing research and resources as jumping off points for their own research and 

development to further push the given topic.
2. Interpret research and data from material research into their own projects to improve building 

and site design.
3. Utilize emerging technology such as immersive headsets and AI to push the boundaries 

of spatial, environmental, and material research to improve the design effi ciency and user 
experience

4. Implement new research and development ideas and programs at their own fi rms for the 
betterment of the profession.

PROGRAM ABSTRACT:
This session will be presented by leaders in the fi eld of architectural research + data. Special 
emphasis has been given to bridging the gaps between education and practice as well as the 
digital and physical realms. 

Principals Chris Meyer and Shawna Meyer will discuss Atelier Mey’s approach to practice, research, 
and innovation through building relevance, acceptability, and knowledge that help shape policies 
and healthy living environments. With work rooted in interrogation and provocation, Atelier Mey 
will discuss concepts of material resource, carbon + energy cycles, digital fabrication and building 
assembly processes--all rooted in the question: How WE Build?

Matheus Stancati will discuss his experience starting Sunken Blimp and his research process and 
what it means to be a researcher. Through demonstrations, he will discuss how Sunken Blimp’s 
Live Dive program connects architecture with other professions.

Luis Pacheco and Biayna Bogosian will discuss bridging the gap between academia and professional 
practice. They will discuss how to begin and advance research as well as their experience down 
the research development path. They will utilize demonstrations to illustrate the breadth of current 
research. 

Working Together
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II.  Agenda

AGENDA
12:00 – 12:30  Lunch 

12:30 – 1:30  The Intersection of Research + Practice
  Christopher Meyer, AIA + Shawna Meyer, AIA

1:30 – 1:45  Audience Q+A
   
1:45 – 2:00  Break
   
2:00 – 3:00  Oculus + AI Demonstration
  Matheus Stancati

3:00 – 3:15  Audience Q+A
  
3:15 – 3:30  Coffee Break
   
3:30 – 4:30  FIU Robotics Demonstration
  FIU Staff 

4:30 – 4:45  Audience Q+A

4:45 - 5:00  Housekeeping
  CKLDP Executive Committee 

5:00 – 6:30  Happy Hour @ MIA Brewery - 10400 NW 33rd Street, Suite 150,  
  Doral, FL 33172  

Research + Data

Date: 10 March 2023
Location: FIU BEA Gallery + RDF Lab
Time: 12:00 pm – 5:00pm 
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Christopher Meyer,  Assistant Professor U|SoA + Director of LU_Lab

Christopher Meyer is an Assistant Professor at the University of Miami School of Architecture [U|SoA] 
and co-founding principle of the Miami based architecture fi rm Atelier Mey.  While at U|SoA a focus 
on core/upper-level architecture studios and the Environment Building System seminar courses 
have expanded the curriculum’s reach into issues of energy and environment.  Augmenting the 
energy and environment dialogues Christopher is the director of the Littoral Urbanism Lab [LU_Lab] 
housed at the University of Miami School of Architecture.  The LU_lab operates as a knowledge-
gathering center and project-based design group focused on the evolving dialogue binding 
architecture, urbanism and the environment.  Funded projects include a USDA U.S. Forestry Wood 
Innovation Grant, titled All That is Solid: Platforms of Wood Innovation, a Florida Forest Service LSR 
Grant, titled South Florida Solid Resilience, an SFI Community Grant, titled Into the Woods: A Carbon 
Story and an Epic Games Mega Grant titled The Space We Live In.

The work of Atelier Mey is interested in confronting the realities of the built environment while striving 
to be conscious and generative.  Architectural explorations are informed by energetics, material 
and environmental narratives and driven through a collaborative design process. Ambitiously, 
Atelier Mey’s design process endeavors to balance an intellectual pursuit of architecture with the 
practicality in building assemblies, tectonics and making.  As principals of Atelier Mey, Shawna and 
Christopher received a 2021 AIA Honor Award for Sustainable Architects of the Year from Miami 
AIA chapter.  Atelier Mey are the authors (with Daniel Hemmindinger) of Buoyant Clarity Pamphlet 
Architecture 36 and responsible for the design and construction of the fi rst mass timber structure 
in Miami-Dade County.

Presentation #1:
What does applied research look like in the discipline of architecture? locally? regionally? nationally? 
Principals Chris Meyer and Shawna Meyer will discuss Atelier Mey’s approach to practice, research, 
and innovation through building relevance, acceptability, and knowledge that help shape policies 
and healthy living environments. With work rooted in interrogation and provocation, Atelier Mey 
will discuss concepts of material resource, carbon + energy cycles, digital fabrication and building 
assembly processes--all rooted in the question: How WE Build?

Christopher Meyer, AIA

cmeyer@miami.edu

www.lu-lab.arc.miami.edu

Shawna Meyer, AIA

Shawna@ateliermey.net

www.ateliermey.net

Shawna Meyer,  Atelier Mey | Principal

Shawna Meyer is a founding principal of Atelier Mey architecture practice based in Miami, FL 
and a faculty member at the University of Miami School of Architecture.  The work of Atelier Mey 
acknowledges an obligation to confront the blase attitude towards architectural decision making, 
responsible for shaping the natural and built environments.  Her work in practice, teaching and 
research exists at the confl uence of social, cultural, economic and environmental forces.  The 
overarching trajectory of Shawna’s career has been in pursuit of architectural attunement through 
the lens of energetics, matter, and the craft in their assembly.  As principals of Atelier Mey, Shawna 
and Christopher received a 2021 AIA Honor Award for Sustainable Architects of the Year from 
Miami AIA and Small Firm of the Year 2022 AIA Miami.   

Through her practicing role as a principal of Atelier Mey and academic role as a lecturer and 
researcher at the University of Miami School of Architecture Littoral Urbanism Lab [LU_Lab], she 
explores design as an act of questioning-without perceived bias. The work of Atelier Mey is rooted 
in innovation and design excellence with recognition of local, national and global awards. Atelier 
Mey are the authors  (with Daniel Hemmindinger) of Buoyant Clarity Pamphlet Architecture 36 
and responsible for the design and construction of the fi rst mass timber structure in Miami-Dade 
County.
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Matheus Stancati

Matheus Stancati is one of the Co-Founders of Sunken Blimp, an interdisciplinary design studio
based in Miami with a focus on designing for virtual worlds, VR/AR technology, and
community-based projects. Matheus received his Masters in Architecture in 2021 from Florida
International University and has taught lectures and workshops on platforms such as
DigitalFutures (2021-2022), ANFA (2022), RIBA (2022), and so on. During his academic studies, he
was awarded the AIA Student of the Year (2020), received the Super Jury award for best Master
Thesis Project (2021), and the Student Academic Achievement (2021).

Matheus also created Dive Lives, virtual presentations on the Sunken Blimp Stage hosting over
50 speakers from all over the world to share their work and philosophy of life through metaverse
spaces.

Presentation #2:
In today’s day and age, the profession of architecture seems to be getting more digital and
theoretical with every new project or technology that comes out. This is benefi cial in numerous ways,
but until we can take these digital advancements and transition them into the physical world, what
are they really doing to affect us as architects and the users of our structures and spaces. The
exploration of AI, VR and AR technologies are appearing as the next technology and step in fi nding
the connection between the digital and physical world, and Sunken Blimp is at the forefront of
merging these two worlds, and sharing it with everyone.

Matheus Stancati

matheus@sunkenblimp.com

www.sunkenblimp.com
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Luis Pacheco

Luis Pacheco is a Research Specialist and adjunct professor in the School of Architecture and the 
Robotics and Digital Fabrication ( RDF lab) at Florida International University. As an experienced 
researcher in digital manufacturing,  computational design, and architectural robotics, his research 
focuses on innovative workfl ows with additive manufacturing in construction. He holds a master’s 
degree in Robotics and Advanced Construction from IAAC in Barcelona, and a bachelor’s degree in 
architecture from Universidad de La Salle Bajio in Mexico. 

He was a co-founder and former CEO  of MakerMex, Mexico’s fi rst 3D printer manufacturing company 
where he led a multidisciplinary team developing 3D printers, laser cutters, and customized robotic 
systems for over 8 years.  Prior to moving to the US he also co-founded several projects like MakerLab 
Leon and MakerScad. He also led the organization of Bajio Mini Maker Faire 2018. 

Presentation #3:
We all start our career as architects, or any related profession, in a similar way, at school. In our time 
at school, we all learn research strategies, and have access to what seems like endless knowledge, 
but when we graduate and transition to professionals, that seems to end. A lot of architectural fi rms 
tend to get stuck in their ways and do what they are familiar with and what they know works, but 
as architects and designers of the physical world, we need to be at the forefront of research and 
technology. A good way to do this is to foster and create a valuable connection between schools 
and professionals. The RDF Lab here at FIU is leading the way for computational design thinking for 
architecture, engineering and construction. They will discuss their research and more importantly, 
their processes and how they are changing the design industry for the better.

LUIS PACHECO

lpacheco@fi u.edu

BIANYA BOGOSIAN

bbogosia@fi u.edu

Biayna Bogosian

Biayna Bogsoain is an Assistant Professor of Architectural Technology at Florida International 
University’s School of Architecture, Associate Program Director of FIU’s Robotics & Digital 
Fabrication Lab (RDF Lab), and Affi liated Faculty with FIU Institute of Environment. Her research 
explores the relationship between urban environmental data, design, and justice. As an architect 
and computational/environmental/immersive media designer, she integrates locative, interactive, 
and immersive media with participatory critical-making practices and environmental robotics 
to create innovative solutions that improve the natural and built environments. Her research, 
supported by NSF, highlights sociotechnical and political encounters in environmental data 
acquisition, access, analysis, and design. Biayna is a doctoral candidate in Media Arts at USC’s 
School of Cinematic Arts.
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